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Nomination of Catherine Ohl for 2007 Western Ski Heritage Award 
Catherine Ohl is an avid collector of ski history. In the past, she has collected and compiled history on Far West,
Southern Council (now LA Council), San Diego Council and Southern California. She is adding to it constantly.

Catherine is being nominated for the leadership role she assumed for the 2005 Far West 75th Anniversary
Celebration and for producing the the Far West Convention Awards booklet which she has designed, re-
designed, and updated since 2002.

2005 Far West 75th Anniversary Celebration—

There was not one person who was responsible for the success of the Far West 75th Anniversary Celebration.
But without Catherine’s planning, resources, talent, dedication, and hard work, this event wouldn’t have been 
what it was.

Because of her interest and knowledge of organized ski history, Catherine stepped forward to spearhead Far
West’s most successful 75th Anniversary Celebration held at the 2005 Convention. Not only did she serve as
convention chair, but she was the driving force behind the history celebration and had a hand in inviting guests,
setting the format, and overseeing the whole process. She personally constructed more than half the Far West,
Council and Club history displays, arranged the ski history seminars, helped arrange for the history luminaries,
and put together much of the media for the afternoon presentation. In reviewing the event, it’s amazing what
one person accomplished.

• Designed 75th commemorative souvenir pins, banner, advertising, sponsorship package, and all related
collateral material for both the convention and history celebration.

• Worked the three-day ski show in San Diego and the 4-day show in Los Angeles to promote the history
celebration.

• Created, designed and kept up to date the Convention History Celebration web site
[fwsa2005celebration.org].

• Created a data base of more than 500 former Far West, Southern, San Diego, and other industry personnel
and personally sent invitations to them all. She worked with Laura Preiss in this collection.

• Designed specifications for the history displays, got it approved by Far West, and disseminated it.

• Recruited, clubs, councils, museums, industry, and others to research their history and share a display of it with
the convention participants.Worked with museums (Mammoth,Western Skisport), California Ski Library, US
Ski Hall of Fame, International Ski Heritage, 10th Mountain Division, and others to insure that their displays
were prominent and secured. She turned the managing of the displays over to John James.

• Personally created 29 history display boards (more than half the Far West, Council & Club displays) of the
illustrious history of Far West, the southern Councils, and some early key clubs including Yosemite Winter
Club, Southern Skis, Big Pines, Eastern Sierra, and Auburn ski clubs. She also put together the US Hall of Fame
boards.

• Tracked down Bob Settineri, one of the original creators of Far West’s “Mogul Mike” Safety Campaign of the
80s and convinced Bob to donate enough Mogul Mike Ski Trivia Games Cards for all convention attendees.

• Worked with Mike Sanford on the invitee list to make sure we had the right mix of history celebrities, guests,
and presenters.Was instrumental in getting Glen Plake, Bob Salerno, Doug Pfeiffer, Dick Kun, and Chuck
Morse to attend and participate in the history presentations.
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• Once we had the guest list somewhat solidified, came up with a program to include guests and celebrities in
the afternoon media program and the follow-up break out gatherings.

• Worked with Mike Sanford on the selection and collection of the media used for the afternoon presentation
and incorporated material from the history guests. Personally tracked down copies of Walt Disney’s 1941
“The Art of Skiing” featuring Goofy, Rick Moulton’s 1982 “Legends of American Skiing”, and the 10th Mountain
Division Story  “Fire on the Mountain.” She had “Legends” and Goofy playing in the display area throughout
the week.Turned the afternoon presentation over to Steve Coxen to execute.

• Determined the afternoon breakout gatherings using the guests on the schedule. Assigned moderators and
turned it over to Scott Bowker to execute. All gatherings highlighted a unique aspect of our ski history and it
was a shame that everyone couldn’t attend each one.The most successful was the collection of the three
free spirits— Glen Plake, Chris Davenport and Bob Salerno.We lived the history and development of the
“free stylers” through their very different experiences.This one went way beyond the allotted hour and only
broke since everyone had to get ready for dinner.

• Made sure group photos were taken of each of the past Far West Service Awardees.

Far West Convention Awards Booklet—

In her research, Catherine uncovered some Far West history ”new” to the current Far West Board. She did
extensive research at the Western SkiSport Museum and California Ski Library. At the request of Far West,
wrote a new, extensive history of Far West.This was first published in the 2004 “Skier’s Guide.”The history was
refined and expanded and incorporated in the 2005 Far West Awards Booklet which she redesigned for the 75th

Anniversary Celebration. She continues to update and incorporate changes to the annual Far West Awards
Booklet and has done so since 2002.

Catherine has been, and continues to be, a driving force in collecting and sharing the history of organized skiing
throughout the Far West region. And the convention was a testament to what she has achieved.

• Attached is a small sample of what Catherine did for the 2005 Far West 75th Anniversary celebration and
photos from the event.

Please Note:The panels that say by C. Ohl were researched, designed, written, printed, and assembled by me.
I think I photographed almost all photos included in the nomination and not just the boards I put together.

• Sent separately is a pdf copy of the 2007 Far West Awards Book (7.6 MB).
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Banner designed and used to promote History Celebration.

Worked the three-day Snow Jam Show in San Diego and the four-day Ski Dazzle Show in Los Angeles 
to promote the Far West History Event.

Logos designed for Ski Week and Convention Pins.
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Tri-fold used for advertising starting 2 years out.
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inside of Tri-fold used for advertising starting 2 years out.
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Postcards sent 6 mounts out.
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Front Cover: 4-page Sponsorship Brochure. (5 additional pages of inserts went with this brochure.)
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Inside Page: 4-page Sponsorship Brochure.
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Inside Page: 4-page Sponsorship Brochure.
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Back Cover: 4-page Sponsorship Brochure.
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Special Guests & Olympians. Presenter Dr. Michael Adams, Ansel Adams’ son.

Olympians Billy Kidd ‘64, Debbie Armstrong ‘84. 10th Mountain Division Alumni.

Dick Kun, stepson of Tommi Tyndall.
Free Spirits—

Chris Davenport, Glen Plake, Bob Salerno.
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Ski Trivia Game Cards included in Delegate’s Bag. Mountain Chalet collection of history.

California Ski Library. Western SkiSport Museum, Boreal, CA.

US Ski Hall of Fame by C. Ohl. Western SkiSport Museum, Boreal, CA.
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Mammoth Museum. Mammoth Museum’s Birthday card for Dave McCoy.

Yodelers from Buckhorn Ski Club. Vintage Snow Shoes Raffled off.

Far West’s Mike Mogul Campaign by C. Ohl. Walt Disney’s “The Art of Skiing” by C. Ohl.
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Four of the FWSA history boards by C. Ohl. Two of the FWSA history boards by C. Ohl.

Two of the FWSA history boards by C. Ohl. Two of the FWSA history boards by C. Ohl.

Two of the FWSA history boards by C. Ohl. FWSA history boards by L. Gieringer & C. Ohl.
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Two of the LA Council history by C. Ohl. San Diego Council history by H. Harris & C. Ohl.

Yosemite Winter Club history by C. Ohl. Eastern Sierra Ski Club history by C. Ohl.

Big Pines Ski Club history by C. Ohl. Pacific Rim Alliance history by C. Ohl.
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Radar River Rats history by C. Ohl. Edelweiss Ski Club History by John James.

Snowshoe Thompson Mail Route Reenactment
by C. Ohl. Hans Georg Awardees.

Terry Smith Awardees.

Elizabeth ‘Schatzi’Wood Awardees.

J. Stanley Mullin Awardees.

Jimmie Heuga & Awardees.

Record number of past awardees present for photos  
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Balboa, Orange. Orange Council. Bergfreunde, Northwest.

Unrecables, Los Angeles. Mountain High, Northwest.

Skiyente, Northwest. Sequoia, Central. Auslich, Los Angeles.

Buckhorn, Los Angeles. Northwest Council. Singles, Los Angeles.

There were many amazing displays of history by the Far West Ski Clubs and Councils.

Long Beach, Los Angeles.
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Convair / Don Diego, San Diego. North Island, San Diego. Torrey Pines, San Diego.

Phoenix, Arizona. Modesto, Bay Area. Tri Valley, Los Angeles.

Grindelwald, Los Angeles. Aerospace, Los Angeles. Displays in foyer.

Bota Baggers, Bay Area. Conejo, Los Angeles. More displays in the foyer.

Many of these boards were donated to the California Ski Library.
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Jimmie Heuga Center for MS. Telluride, CO. Red Mountain, BC.

Big White Ski Resort, BC. Alta / Snowbird, Utah. Snow Summit, California.

Steamboat, CO. Steamboat, CO. 20th Mountain Division.

International Skiing History
Association. California Handicapped Skiers. Western Lost Ski Ares Project.

Ski Industry also got into the spirit and presented their ski history as well.


